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ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL HONORS 
 
2026 Resident Fellow, The Center for Architecture Lab (NYC) 

 
2024 Distinguished Professor 

Climate Justice Fellow – Culture Push 
Social Practice CUNY Fellow 
 

2020 CUNY Book Completion Grant 
 

2017 Currie C. and Thomas A. Barron Visiting Professor in the Environment and the 
Humanities, Princeton Environmental Institute 
 
Faculty Leader, Mellon Seminar on Public Engagement and Collaborative 
Research, Center for the Humanities, Graduate Center/CUNY 
 

2016 Distinguished Professor Fellowship, CUNY Advanced Research Collaborative 
 

2013 Commons Fellow, The Blue Mountain Center 
 

2012 Fulbright Specialist Scholar 
 

2011 Fellow, Mellon Committee on Science Studies, Graduate Center/CUNY 
 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 

BOOKS (6) 
 
Environmentalism from Below: How Global People’s Movements are Leading the Fight for 

Our Planet (Haymarket Books, 2024) 
 
People’s Power: Reclaiming the Energy Commons (OR Books, 2020) 

• Reviewed in Capitalism and Climate, Energy, Medium, New Politics, Progressive 
City 

• Featured in LitHub 
 

Extreme Cities: The Peril and Promise of Urban Life in the Age of Climate Change (Verso 
Books, 2017) 

https://www.culturepush.org/2024-spring-fellow-ashley-dawson
https://socialpracticecuny.org/
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/2101-environmentalism-from-below
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/books/2101-environmentalism-from-below
https://www.orbooks.com/catalog/peoples-power/
https://climateandcapitalism.com/2020/08/09/peoples-power-reclaiming-the-energy-commons/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0360544220319605?dgcid=author
https://medium.com/@justinleighreynolds/peoples-power-taking-control-of-the-energy-transition-cc2bf92b5a05
https://newpol.org/structures-of-fossil-feeling/
https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/2020/11/02/WHAT-CAN-PLANNERS-DO-TO-PROMOTE-PEOPLES-POWER-REVIEW-OF-PEOPLES-POWER-RECLAIMING-THE-ENERGY-COMMONS
https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/2020/11/02/WHAT-CAN-PLANNERS-DO-TO-PROMOTE-PEOPLES-POWER-REVIEW-OF-PEOPLES-POWER-RECLAIMING-THE-ENERGY-COMMONS
https://lithub.com/privatizing-the-common-good-the-21st-century-enclosures-are-here/
https://www.versobooks.com/books/2558-extreme-cities
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 Foreign language editions: Arabic, Chinese, Korean 
Related media and press coverage:  
• Named One of the Top 10 Books of 2017 by Publisher’s Weekly and Planetizen 
• Reviewed in The Indypendent, London Review of Books, Kirkus Reviews, Public 

Books, Publisher’s Weekly, Raintaxi, Science and Society, Sierra Club Magazine, 
The New York Times 

• Featured in Longreads 
 

Extinction: A Radical History (OR / Counterpoint Books, 2016) 
• Foreign language editions: Chinese, Indonesian, French, German, Korean, Spanish, 

Turkish 
• Reviewed in The Los Angeles Review of Books, Public Books 
• Featured in Longreads 

  
The Routledge Concise History of Twentieth-Century British Literature (Routledge, 2013). 

Mongrel Nation: Diasporic Culture and the Making of Postcolonial Britain (University of 
Michigan Press, 2007). 

 
EDITED BOOKS (6) 
Co-editor with Fiore Longo, Decolonize Conservation! (Common Notions Press, 2023). 
Co-editor with Yates McKee and Aurash Kharwazad, A People’s Climate Plan for New York 

City (CUNY Center for the Humanities, 2019). 

Co-editor with Bill Mullen, Against Apartheid: The Case for Boycotting Israeli Universities 
(Haymarket, 2015). 

Co-editor with Omar Dahbour, Heather Gautney, and Neil Smith, Democracy, States, and the 
Struggle for Global Justice (Routledge, 2009). 

Co-editor with Malini Johar Schueller, Dangerous Professors: Academic Freedom and the 
National Security Campus (University of Michigan Press, 2009). 

Co-editor with Malini Johar Schueller, Exceptional State: Contemporary U.S. Culture and 
the New Imperialism (Duke University Press, 2007). 

 
EDITED JOURNAL ISSUES (14) 
Editor, Alternatives to the Anthropocene (special issue of Radical History Review, 2023). 

Co-editor with the Occupy Climate Change Collective, “Urban Climate Insurgency,” Social 
Text 150 (2022). 

Co-editor with Alok Amatya, special issue on “Literature and Extraction,” Modern Fiction 
Studies (Spring 2020). 

Editor, Dossier on “Radical Materialism,” Social Text Online (Winter 2015). 

https://best-books.publishersweekly.com/pw/best-books/2017
https://www.planetizen.com/features/96041-planetizens-top-ten-books-2017
https://indypendent.org/2017/11/coastal-cities-on-the-edge/
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v41/n03/mckenzie-funk/smoked-out
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/ashley-dawson/extreme-cities/
http://www.publicbooks.org/let-us-now-see-climate-change/
http://www.publicbooks.org/let-us-now-see-climate-change/
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-78478-036-4
http://www.raintaxi.com/extreme-cities-the-peril-and-promise-of-urban-life-in-the-age-of-climate-change/
https://www.scienceandsociety.com/
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/2018-1-january-february/books/coastal-cities-poised-drown-sea-levels-rise
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/20/books/review/andrew-diamond-chicago-on-the-make.html
https://longreads.com/2017/10/19/we-should-be-talking-about-the-effect-of-climate-change-on-cities/
http://www.orbooks.com/catalog/extinction-by-ashley-dawson/
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/on-extinction-and-capitalism/
http://www.publicbooks.org/on-the-origin-of-extinction/
https://longreads.com/2016/08/04/mass-extinction-the-early-years/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscipe_topic/radical_materialism/
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Editor, Dossier on “Remembering Stuart Hall,” Social Text Online (Spring 2014),  
Guest Editor, special issue on “Apocalypse Now,” American Book Review (Winter 2013). 

Editor, Dossier on “After Hurricane Sandy,” Social Text Online (Fall 2013).  

Editor, Dossier on “Andrew Ross’s Bird on Fire and Cities in the Age of Climate Change,” 
Social Text Online (Summer 2012). 

Guest Editor, special issue on “Imperial Ecologies,” new formations 69 (Autumn 2010). 

Editor, Dossier on “After Copenhagen” Social Text Online (Spring 2010).  

Editor, Dossier on “Social Networking in Iran,” Social Text Online (Fall 2009).  

Editor, Dossier on “Academic Publishing,” Social Text Online (Spring 2009).  
Co-editor with Malini Johar Schueller, special issue on “The Perils of Academic Freedom,” 

Social Text 90 (Summer 2007). 

Co-editor with Brent Hayes Edwards, special issue on “Global Cities of the South,” Social 
Text 81 (Winter 2004). 

 
ARTICLES IN ACADEMIC JOURNALS (47) 
“Attack of the Killer Robots” under review at Post45. 

“The Public Power Observatory” Social Text 42 (2024): 89-98. 

“The Work of Art in the Age of Extractivism” World Art 13.2 (2023): 221-244. 

“Delta City Blues,” Iperstoria 19 (2022): 82-94. 
Co-written with Naomi Paik, "Dissemination: An Introduction," special issue of Radical 

History Review 145 (2023): 1-11. 

Co-written with Occupy Climate Change Collective, “Introduction: Urban Climate 
Insurgency,” Social Text 150 (2022): 1-20. 

Co-written with Macarena Gómez-Barris, “Energy States” Social Text 150 (2022): 39-67. 

“Preface: The Right to Stay and the Right to Move,” Journal of Postcolonial Writing 57.1 
(2021): 1-3. 

“Mapping Fossil Capitalism,” British Art Studies #18 (Winter 2020). 
Co-written with Alok Amatya, “Literature in an Age of Extraction: An Introduction,” special 

issue on “Literature and Extraction,” Modern Fiction Studies 66.1 (Spring 2020): 1-19. 

“The Art of Articulation,” Dispatches Journal 000 (Winter, 2019): 1-18. 

“A Greener New Deal?" New Politics 17.2 (Winter, 2019): 1-8. 
“Policing the Crisis: The Legacy of Stuart Hall,” Social Text Online (June 2014).  

“How We Forgot the Sea,” Social Text Online (October 2013).  

http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/remembering-stuart-hall/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/sandy/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/bird_on_fire/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/after_copenhagen/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/social_networking_in_iran/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/academic_publishing/
https://iperstoria.it/article/view/1119
https://www.britishartstudies.ac.uk/issues/issue-index/issue-18/arts-environmental-justice-ecological-crisis
http://dispatchesjournal.org/articles/the-art-of-articulation/
https://newpol.org/issue_post/a-greener-new-deal/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_article/policing-the-crisis/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_article/how-we-forgot-the-sea/
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“Edward Said’s Imaginative Geographies and the Struggle for Climate Justice,” College 
English 40.4 (2013): 33-51. 

“Biohazard: The Catastrophic Temporality of Green Capitalism,” Social Text 31.1 (Spring 
2013): 63-81. 

“Introduction on Apocalyptic Literature,” special issue of American Book Review (Winter, 
2013): 1-3. 

“Climate Justice: A Series of Short Essays from COP17 in Durban, South Africa,” Social 
Text Online (December 2013).  

“New World Disorder: Black Hawk Down and the Eclipse of U.S. Military Humanism in 
Africa,” African Studies Review 54.2 (September 2011): 177-194. 

“Calypso Circuits: Trans-Atlantic Popular Culture and the Gendering of Black Nationalism,” 
Popular Music and Society 34.3 (July 2011): 277-291.  

“The People’s Conference on Climate Change: A Series of Short Essays from Cochabamba, 
Bolivia,” Social Text Online (July 2011).  

“Extract from a Report on the Origins of the Present Crisis,” Women’s Studies Quarterly 
39.1/2 (Spring/Summer 2011): 332-341. 

“Academic Freedom and the Digital Revolution in Publishing,” The AAUP Journal of 
Academic Freedom 1 (2010): 1-19. 

"Why We Need a Global Green New Deal," New Politics 11.4 (Winter 2010) 

“New Enclosures,” New Formations 69 (Winter 2009): 8-22. 
“Climate Justice: The Emerging Movement Against Green Capitalism,” South Atlantic 

Quarterly 109.2 (Spring 2010): 313-338. 

“Cargo Culture: Literature in an Age of Mass Displacement,” Women’s Studies Quarterly 
38.1/2 (Spring/Summer 2010): 178-193. 

“Environment,” Social Text 100 (Fall 2009): 118-122. 

“The People You Don’t See: Immigration and Gender in Monica Ali’s Brick Lane,” ARIEL: 
A Review of International English Literature 40.1 (January 2009): 124-141. 

“Surplus City: Self-Fashioning, Structural Adjustment, and Urban Insurrection in Chris 
Abani’s Graceland,” Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies 11.1 
(2009): 16-34. 

“The Rise of the Black Internationale: Anti-Imperialist Activism and Aesthetics in Britain 
during the 1930s,” Atlantic Studies 6.2 (2009): 159-174. 

“The Ecology of Imperialism,” English Studies 5, (2008): 117-129. 

“’Combat in Hell’: Cities as the Achilles Heel of US Imperial Hegemony,” Social Text 
25:2/91 (Summer 2007): 169-180. 

http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/climate_justice/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/peoples_conference_on_climate_change/
http://socialtextjournal.org/periscope_topic/peoples_conference_on_climate_change/
http://newpol.org/content/why-we-need-global-green-new-deal
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“Another University is Possible: Academic Labor, the Ideology of Scarcity, and the Fight for 
Workplace Democracy,” Workplace 14 (Spring 2007): 91-105 

“Greening the Campus: Politics and Pedagogy of the Student Environmental Movement,” 
Radical Teacher (March 2007): 19-23. 

“Crisis at Columbia: Area Studies, Academic Freedom, and Contingent Labor in the 
Contemporary Academy,” Social Text 25:1/90 (Spring 2007): 63-84. 

“Linton Kwesi Johnson’s Dub Poetry and the Political Aesthetics of Carnival,” Small Axe 
10.3 (2006): 54-69.  

“The Return of Limits: Peak Oil and the Fate of American Suburbia,” New Politics 11.2 (Fall 
2006): 32 manuscript pages. 

“’Love Music, Hate Racism’: The Cultural Politics of the Rock Against Racism Campaigns, 
1976-1981,” Postmodern Culture, http://www.iath.virginia.edu/pmc, 16.1 (September 
2005), 36 manuscript pages. 

“Documenting the Trauma of Apartheid: Long Night’s Journey into Day and South Africa’s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission,” Screen 46.4 (Winter 2005): 473-486.  

“Bollywood Flashback: South Asian Music and British Youth Culture,” South Asian Popular 
Culture 3.2 (October 2005): 161-176.  

“Hannibal’s Children: Immigration and Anti-Racist Youth Subcultures in Contemporary 
Italy,” Cultural Critique (Winter 2005): 165-186. 

“Squatters, Space, and Belonging in the Underdeveloped City,” Social Text 81 (Winter 
2005): 17-34. 

“Caryl Phillips’s The Nature of Blood and the Modalities of European Racism,” Postcolonial 
Studies 7.1 (Apr 2004): 83-105. 

“Desi Remix: The Plural Dance Cultures of New York’s South Asian Diaspora,” Jouvert 7.1, 
http://social.chass.ncsu.edu/jouvert (Fall 2002): 20 manuscript pages. 

“‘Dub Mentality:’ South Asian Hip Hop and the State,” Social Semiotics 12.1 (April 2002): 
27-44. 

“Surveillance Sites: Digital Media and the Dual Society in Keith Piper’s Relocating the 
Remains,” Postmodern Culture 12.1, http://www.iath.virginia.edu/pmc (September 2001) 

“Crossing ‘The Line:’ A Case-Study in South African Media and Democracy,” Television 
and New Media 2.2 (May 2001): 117-132. 
 

ARTICLES IN EDITED COLLECTIONS (29) 
“Public Humanities in the Public University,” in Dismantling the Culture War, Eds. Klaus 

Benesch and Alexander Hartley (MIT Press, forthcoming). 

http://www.iath.virginia.edu/pmc
http://social.chass.ncsu.edu/jouvert
http://www.iath.virginia.edu/pmc
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“Struggles for Democratic Decarbonization: Lessons From New York City” Urban 
Movements and Climate Change, Ed. Ethemcan Turhan (University of Amsterdam Press, 
2024). 

“Climate Insurgency”, The Routledge Companion to Literature and the Environment, Eds. 
Sharae Deckard, Treasa De Loughrey, Kirstin Oloff, Claire Westall (forthcoming). 

 
“Environmental Insurrection: India’s Adivasi Communities and Environmental Struggles in 

Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi (1979)” Routledge Companion to Postcolonial and 
Decolonial Literature, Eds. Praseeda Gopinath & Laura Brueck (forthcoming). 

 
“Infinite Power?” The Routledge Handbook of Energy Humanities, Eds. Graeme MacDonald 

and Janet Stewart (forthcoming). 
 
“Climate” in Keywords for American Cultural Studies, Eds. Bruce Burgett and Glenn 

Hendler (NYU Press, 2021): 51-55. 
 
“The Right to Move,” Planet City: An Exhibit at the Melbourne Biennial (2021). 

 
“Decolonizing the Seed Commons: Biocapital, Agroecology, and the Visual Arts,” The 

Routledge Companion to Contemporary Art, Visual Culture, and Climate Change, Eds. 
Subhankar Banerjee, TJ Demos, and Emily Eliza Scott (New York: Routledge, 2021). 

 
“Energy and Autonomy: Worker Struggles and the Evolution of Energy Systems,” Oil 

Fictions: World Literature and our Contemporary Petrosphere, Eds. Stacey Balkan 
& Swaralipi Nandi (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2021). 

 
“Imagining Urban Adaptation,” Urban Imaginaries, eds., Christoph Lindner and Miriam 

Meissner (New York: Routledge, 2018) 

“Capitalism and Extinction,” After Extinction, ed. Richard Grusin (Minneapolis, MN: 
University of Minnesota Press, 2018).  

 --- reprinted in The Cute and the Useful, a book and film produced by the Italian 
conceptual artists The Cool Couple. 

“Old King Coal,” Fueling Culture: Politics, History, Energy, eds. Imre Szeman, Jennifer 
Wenzel, and Patricia Yaeger (New York: Fordham University Press, 2017). 

“Imperialism,” Keywords in the Study of Environment and Culture, eds. Jodi Adamson, 
William Gleason, and David Pellow (New York: New York University Press, 2016). 

“The Imperial Gaze,” Shifting Borders: American Studies and the Middle East, eds. Marwan 
Kraidy and Alex Lubin (University North Carolina Press, 2016). 

“Climatology,” The Encyclopedia of Postcolonial Studies (Boston, MA: Blackwell, 2016). 

http://thecoolcouple.co.uk/who-we-are/
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“The 2000s: The English Novel in an Age of Crisis,” Blackwell Companion to the English 
Novel, eds. Stephen Arata, J. Paul Hunter, and Jennifer Wicke (Boston, MA: Blackwell, 
2015). 

“Mapping the Trackless Sea: The Political Ecology of Flow in Allan Sekula and Noël 
Burch’s The Forgotten Space,” Critical Landscapes: Art and the Politics of Land Use, 
ed. Emily Scott (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2015). 

“Putting a Human Face on Climate Change,” Climate Change and Museum Futures, eds. 
Fiona Cameron and Brett Neilsen (New York: Routledge, 2014). 

“Mapping Empire,” Project 1975: Contemporary Art and the Postcolonial Unconscious, eds. 
Jelle Bouwhuis and Kerstin Winking (London: Black Dog, 2014). 

“Do It Yourself, Academia?” in Michael Mandiberg, ed., The Social Media Reader (New 
York: New York University Press, 2012), 257-274. 

“Another Country: The Postcolonial State, Environmentality, and Landless People’s 
Movements,” in Democracy, States, and the Struggle for Global Justice (Routledge, 
2009), eds., Omar Dahbour, Ashley Dawson, Heather Gautney, and Neil Smith, 235-250. 

“Introduction: New Spatial Scales of Democracy,” in Democracy, States, and the Struggle 
for Global Justice (Routledge, 2009), eds., Omar Dahbour, Ashley Dawson, Heather 
Gautney, and Neil Smith, 101-108. 

“NYC: Academic Labor Town?” with Penny Lewis, in The University Against Itself: The 
NYU Strike and the Future of the Academic Workplace, eds., Monika Krause, Mary 
Nolan, Mike Palm, and Andrew Ross (Philadelphia, PA: Temple University Press, 2008), 
15-29. 

“Introduction,” with Malini Johar Schueller, Dangerous Professors. 
“New Modes of Anti-Imperialism,” Exceptional State: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the 

New Imperialism, eds., Ashley Dawson and Malini Johar Schueller, 248-274. 

“Introduction,” Exceptional State: Contemporary U.S. Culture and the New Imperialism (co-
written with Malini Johar Schueller, 1-36. 

“Geography of Fear: Crime and the Transformation of Public Space in Post-Apartheid South 
Africa,” Public Space, ed. Neil Smith (New York: Routledge, 2005): 123-142.  

“Documenting Democratization: New Media Practices in Post-Apartheid South Africa.” 
Media in Transition, ed. David Thorburn (Boston, MA: MIT Press, 2003): 225-244. 

“Queercore: Skinhead Eroticism and Queer Agency,” Reading Rock’n’Roll, eds. Kevin 
Dettmar and Bill Richey (New York: Columbia University Press, 1999): 125-145. 

 

EXHIBITION REVIEWS 
“The Short Century: Independence and Liberation Movements in Africa, 1945-1994” 
(Museum of Modern Art, New York), Radical History Review 87 (Fall 2003): 226-237. 
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BOOK REVIEWS (5) 
“Building a Public Energy Commons,” Los Angeles Review of Books (August 6, 2024). 

Promised Land: Competing Visions of Agrarian Reform, eds. Peter Rosset, Raj Patel, 
Michael Courville, New Politics 11.4 (Winter 2008). 
Women and Labour in Late Colonial India: The Bengal Jute Industry, by Samita Sen. 
International Journal of Hindu Studies 6, 2 (2002). 

Cultural Marxism in Postwar Britain: History, the New Left, and the Origins of Cultural 
Studies, by Dennis Dworkin. Cultural Studies 13, 3 (July 1999). 
The First Indian Author in English: Dean Mahomed (1759-1851 in India, Ireland, and 
England, by Michael H. Fisher. International Journal of Hindu Studies 2, 1 (1998). 

 
INTERVIEWS 
 
“We Get More Ambitious:’ An Interview with Wu Ming,” Social Text online October 2009, 
www.socialtextjournal.org. 
 
“Towards a New Green Deal,” Susan George interviewed by Ashley Dawson, Transitional 
Institute, July 7, 2008, www.tni.org  

 
 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 
FICTION 
“Teenage Wasteland” (short story), Staten Island Noir, ed. Patricia Smith (New York: 
Akashic Books, 2012). 

 
LITERARY NONFICTION 
“Apartness,” The Iowa Review 45.2 (Fall 2015) 

 
ONLINE PUBLICATIONS (43) 
“The Costs of the Cloud” New York Review of Books (September 27, 2025). 

“Urban Uprising: Community Land Trusts and Community Mobilization” Arts of the 
Working Class (September 2023). 
“How to Win a Green New Deal in Your State,” The Nation (May 11, 2023). 

“It’s Time for Public Power. New York Could Lead the Way” Truthout (20 Jul 2022). 

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/building-a-public-energy-commons/
http://www.socialtextjournal.org/
http://www.tni.org/
https://www.nybooks.com/online/2025/09/27/the-costs-of-the-cloud/
https://www.artsoftheworkingclass.org/
https://www.thenation.com/article/environment/dsa-new-york-build-public-renewables-act/
https://truthout.org/articles/its-time-for-public-power-new-york-state-could-lead-the-way/
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“Lessons from the Public Power Campaign,” Dissent (15 Sept, 2021). 
“True Power to the People: New York is Failing to Democratize Its Energy System,” New 
York Daily News (11 June 2021). 

“Growing Movement Pushes Museums to Cut Ties with Colonialism and Apartheid,” 
Truthout (7 June 2021). 
“Can the Free Market Solve the Climate Emergency?” Interview in The Progressive (9 Mar 
2021). 

“Trump Must Be Punished, Biden is Not Up to the Task,” Interview in Giornale di Brescia 
(Jan 11, 2021). 
“Public Power in a Green City,” Jacobin (Oct 25, 2020). 

“How to Stop a Trump Coup,” The Guardian (Oct 20, 2020). 

“Cracking Con Ed’s Grip on our Energy Supply and Replacing it With Public Power,” 
Indypendent (26 Aug 2020). 
“Hot City: Compound Crisis and Popular Struggle in NYC,” Verso Blog (August 2020). 

With Aurash Khawarzad, “New York Will Never Be the Same Again – And It Shouldn’t Be” 
Verso Blog (20 Aug 2020). 

“We Need a National People’s Power Campaign,” Verso Blog (April 2020). 
“Academia and Climate Change,” Social Text Blog (Aug 2019). 

With Kartik Amarnath and Shay O’Reilly, “Bill de Blasio’s Energy Plan Isn’t as Green as It 
Looks,” The Guardian (20 May 2019). 
“We Can’t Beat Climate Change Under Capitalism. Socialism’s the Only Way,” In These 
Times: Special Issue on the Green New Deal, May 2019. 

“Global Climate Crisis and the City,” Metropolitics, 3 Apr 2019. 
“Capitalism's Organic Crisis,” Verso Blog (December 2018). Translated into Slovenian for 
the book Thinking the Conditions of Our Time, published in conjunction with the “Broken 
Nature: Design Takes on Human Survival,” the XXII Triennale di Milano. 

“Cape Town Has a New Apartheid,” The Washington Post, 10 Jul 2018. 

“State Should Follow NYC’s Lead Taking on Big Oil,” Albany Times-Union, 28 Jan 2018. 
"The Year of Environmental Disaster," Verso Blog (6 Dec 2017). 

"Disaster Communism," Verso Blog (30 Oct 2017). 

“Economic Inequalities and Climate Apartheid: Ashley Dawson on Extreme Cities,” 
Truthout, 29 Oct 2017. 
"Sinking Feelings: Of Glaciers, Zombies, and Catastrophic Affect," Verso Blog (26 Oct 
2017). 

https://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/lessons-from-the-public-power-campaign
https://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/ny-oped-give-the-public-the-power-20210611-ecxisscmbnaqbhcryomdxhlake-story.html
https://truthout.org/articles/growing-movement-pushes-museums-to-cut-ties-with-colonialism-and-apartheid/
https://progressive.org/dispatches/free-market-solve-climate-emergency-griggs-210309/
https://jacobinmag.com/2020/10/nyc-environment-renewable-energy-racial-justice
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/oct/20/donald-trump-steal-election-start-preparing
https://indypendent.org/2020/08/cracking-coneds-grip-on-our-energy-supply-and-replacing-it-with-public-power/
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4811-hot-city-compound-crisis-and-popular-struggle-in-nyc
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4829-hot-city-new-york-city-will-never-be-the-same-again-and-it-shouldn-t-be
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4677-we-need-a-national-people-s-power-campaign
https://socialtextjournal.org/academia-and-climate-change/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/may/20/bill-de-blasio-energy-plan-green
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/may/20/bill-de-blasio-energy-plan-green
http://inthesetimes.com/article/21837/socialism-anti-capitalism-economic-reform
https://www.metropolitiques.eu/Global-Climate-Crisis-and-the-City-An-Interview-with-Ashley-Dawson.html
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/4141-capitalism-s-organic-crisis
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/theworldpost/wp/2018/07/10/cape-town/?utm_term=.00f0ddfb5bbc
https://www.timesunion.com/opinion/article/Commentary-State-should-follow-New-York-City-s-12532369.php
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3516-the-year-of-environmental-disaster
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3453-five-book-plan-cities-and-climate-change-five-years-after-hurricane-sandy
http://www.truth-out.org/opinion/item/42407-economic-inequalities-and-climate-apartheid-ashley-dawson-on-extreme-cities
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3453-five-book-plan-cities-and-climate-change-five-years-after-hurricane-sandy
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"Five Book Plan: Cities and Climate Change, Five Years after Hurricane Sandy," Verso Blog 
(25 Oct 2017). 

“Let Sun and Wind Power Puerto Rico’s Future” New York Daily News, 11 Oct 2017. 

“An Uneven Disaster: Q&A with Ashley Dawson” The Baffler, 15 Sept 2017. 
“How Bad Politics and Bad Planning Make Hurricanes Even Worse” In These Times, 13 Sept 
2017. 

“Florida is Due for a Reckoning. Will Irma Be It?” The New York Times, 8 Sept 2017. 

“The Global Calculus of Climate Disaster,” Boston Review, 6 Sept 2017. 

 “Facing the Flood: PW Talks with Ashley Dawson,”Publisher’s Weekly, 1 Sept 2017 
"Trump Eats the Planet," Verso Blog (29 Nov 2016). 

Review of Extinction: A Radical History, Los Angeles Review of Books, 28 Mar 2016 

 “We Must Abolish Capitalism to Save the Animals,” Vice Magazine, 10 Mar 2016 

 “Durban and the Closing Door: Climate Apartheid,” Counterpunch, 26 Dec 2011.  
“Extreme Extraction: When Ecological Chickens Come Home to Roost,” Counterpunch, 9 
Sept 2011.  

“London's Burning: Inside the Tottenham Uprising,” Counterpunch, 9 Aug 2011. 
“The Return of the Bread Riot: Resisting the Globalization of Food,” Counterpunch, 20 Dec 
2007.  

“Autonomania,” The Graduate Center Advocate (November, 2009). 

“Why We Need a Green New Deal,” The Graduate Center Advocate (October, 2008). 
“Who’s Afraid of Wolfowitz: Disastrous Lending Policies with Goodfellas Style at the 
World Bank,” Counterpunch, 16 May 2007.  

Regular blog entries at my website: www.ashleydawson.info  
Bi-weekly blog for the Great Issues Forum, Humanities Center, City University of New 
York, 2008-2009, http://www.greatissuesforum.org/. 

 
MEDIA APPEARANCES (39) 
“Resisting the Global Land Grab” The Natural History Museum (July 23, 2024). 
“Decolonizing Conservation” Speaking Out of Place (Summer 2023). 

“Decolonize Conservation,” This is Hell (May 8, 2023). 

“The Inflation Reduction Act and Public Power” Democracy Now! (17 Aug 2022). 
Public Panel on Jennifer Telesca’s Red Gold: The Managed Extinction of the Giant Bluefin 
Tuna (April 19, 2021). 

https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3453-five-book-plan-cities-and-climate-change-five-years-after-hurricane-sandy
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/sun-wind-power-puerto-rico-future-article-1.3554322
https://thebaffler.com/latest/an-uneven-disaster
http://inthesetimes.com/article/20518/neoliberal-planning-hurricanes-harvey-irma-climate-change-real-estate
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/08/opinion/florida-hurricane-irma.html?_r=0
https://bostonreview.net/science-nature/ashley-dawson-global-calculus-climate-disaster
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/authors/interviews/article/74687-facing-the-flood-pw-talks-with-ashley-dawson.html
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/2973-trump-eats-the-planet
https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/on-extinction-and-capitalism
https://www.vice.com/en_uk/article/mvxz8n/ashley-dawson-extinction-a-radical-history
https://www.counterpunch.org/2011/12/26/durban-and-the-closing-door/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2011/09/09/extreme-extraction/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2011/08/09/londons-burning/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2007/12/20/the-return-of-the-bread-riot/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2007/05/16/who-s-afraid-of-wolfowitz/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2007/05/16/who-s-afraid-of-wolfowitz/
http://www.ashleydawson.info/
http://www.greatissuesforum.org/
https://thenaturalhistorymuseum.org/tv/resisting-the-global-land-grab/
https://speakingoutofplace.com/2023/05/04/decolonize-conservation-global-voices-for-indigenous-self-determination-land-and-a-world-in-common-conversation-with-ashley-dawson/
https://thisishell.com/interviews/1591-ashley-dawson
https://www.democracynow.org/2022/8/17/president_biden_inflation_reduction_act_ira
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4dIpHEq96I
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“Public Power Hour: Public Power 101” (Mar 25, 2021). 
“Democratizing the Grid,” Against the Grain, KPFA (Nov 30, 2020). 

“Ashley Dawson on the Energy Commons, Green Capitalism, and Climate Futures,” The 
Environmental Humanities Podcast (Nov 10, 2020). 

“Resisting Fascism in the US,” The Michael Slate Show (Nov 6, 2020). 
“We Need to Start Preparing to Resist Trump’s Fascist Coup Now,” Inside With Out Now 
Podcast (Oct 27, 2020). 

“Reclaiming the Energy Commons,” Australian Broadcasting Corporation, 26 September 
2020. 
“Interview with Stephanie LeMenager on People’s Power,” (Aug 2020). 

“Toward a Global Energy Commons,” This is Hell!, 29 July 2020. 

“Interview with Patrick Bond and Trevor Ngwane on People’s Power,” (July 2020). 

“Interview with Craig Morris on People’s Power,” (July 2020). 
“Interview with Johanna Bozuwa on People’s Power,” (July 2020). 

“Extraction in a Time of Pandemic: An Interview with Ashley Dawson and Alok Amatya,” 
(29 Jun 2020). 

Interview with Multispecies Worldbuilding Lab, 1 June 2019. 
“Extreme Cities: Ground Zero for Climate Change,” The Laura Flanders TV Show, 10 
September 2019. 

“Extreme Cities and the Economics of Apartheid,” Renegade TV, 2 September 2019.  
“Shocking UN Report Warns up to a Million Species are at Risk of Extinction,” Democracy 
Now (9 May 2019). 

“Is Capitalism Destroying the Planet, or Is It Our Only Hope?” “The Real Story,” BBC 
World Service Radio (15 Feb 2019). 
“A Conversation with Naomi Klein and Ashley Dawson,” Princeton University, 11 
December 2018. 

“Sinking Cities,” Interview with Blueprint for Living on Australia's ABC Radio National, 10 
Nov 2018. 
“Capitalism and Climate Change,” Better Off Red podcast, 26 Sep 2018. 

“Eco-socialism and the Climate Crisis,” The Dig podcast, 29 Aug 2018. 

“Extreme Cities: A Talk at Town Hall Seattle,” (6 May 2018). 

“How Cities Respond to Climate Change,” The Laura Flanders Show, 6 Feb 2018. 
“Ashley Dawson on Inequality and Climate Change,” The Writer’s Voice podcast, 1 Feb 
2018. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHdLRG6OVcU
https://kpfa.org/episode/against-the-grain-november-30-2020/
https://soundcloud.com/environmentalhumanities/ashley-dawson?fbclid=IwAR2CGQj7WG_fdbrrUlky5-sqwwXcdmfQxxkkb3zPvkyQ8pG_HxB6gWYC7cI
https://archive.kpfk.org/mp3/kpfk_201106_100000michaelslate.mp3
https://anchor.fm/refuse-fascism/episodes/Ashley-Dawson-We-need-to-start-preparing-to-resist-Trumps-fascist-coup-now-elkhai
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/blueprintforliving/people/12693674
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8uFujxQ-PJ0&t=3s
https://soundcloud.com/this-is-hell/tih20200729?fbclid=IwAR11x7v9r1zuqJHPFyG2JOhyFCGt8j5JCUns4GKi--INxfJW9eJZ8v0jwSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r1T5rzf1ndc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tVwUw3H-6VE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zIRen05iYSk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvDPeiRywK8
http://multispeciesworldbuilding.com/ashley-dawson/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HxCtPxnyIs&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR3tvfq6vkQyXPe3knwG7SEISbM57oJxaGYZjPvqXO69gG8FyWCPOViT3y8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8AkyOR8UY3Y&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR0CUwsH3-2XnkMWi4c_c3gPbXUkXQ_ovwh51mTtf3dn_B3A3dJ2umUGwcU
https://www.democracynow.org/2019/5/9/shocking_un_report_warns_up_to
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/w3cswkfh
https://mediacentral.princeton.edu/media/A+Conversation+with+Naomi+Klein+and+Ashley+Dawson/1_tw0kzcgc/13367761
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/blueprintforliving/sinking-cities/10472532
https://www.betteroffredpod.com/episodes/2018/9/26/27-metoo-vs-kavanaugh-ashley-dawson-on-climate-change-and-capitalism
https://www.blubrry.com/jacobin/36572219/the-dig-eco-socialism-and-the-climate-crisis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GPCVVpsjHdc&list=PL3LlCY9rahZTVUeFRzCgU9Kh3lUHgiFzS&index=2&t=39s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=19fhrmZx8fQ
http://www.writersvoice.net/2018/02/ashley-dawson-inequality-climate-change/
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“Cities and Climate Change,” KPFA’s Against the Grain podcast, 29 Jan 2018. 
“Extreme Cities,” Verso Podcast, 8 Nov 2017. 

“This World Isn’t Ready for the Next: When the Crises of Capital and Climate Converge,” 
This is Hell! 14 Oct 2017. 
“Politics, Climate Change, and Hurricanes,” Interview with Turkish podcast Red Lines Cast, 
12 Sept 2017 

“What If We Gave Universal Income to People in Biodiversity Hotspots,” The Guardian 
(UK), 24 Jan 2017. 
 “A Better World to Win: Notes on the Fight Against Fossil Capitalism,” This is Hell!, 10 
Dec 2016. 

“How is Neoliberal Capitalism Killing the Planet,” Interview on RTTV Going Underground, 
13 Jun 2016. 

“Interview on Extinction,” The Majority Report, 26 May 2016. 
“Extinction, De-Extinction, and Capitalism,” KPFA’s Against the Grain podcast, 3 May 
2016. 

“On Domination, Extinction, and Capitalism’s Long History of Slaughter,” This is Hell! 
podcast, 16 Apr 2016.  
 

FILMS 
Public Power: History of a Movement 

Community Energy 

Peaker: NYC’s Dirtiest Power Plants  

 
IN PROGRESS 

BOOKS 
Who Does Not Dare to Dream: The Making of a White Anti-Racist 

https://kpfa.org/episode/against-the-grain-january-29-2018/
https://soundcloud.com/versobooks/extreme-cities-the-peril-and-promise-of-urban-life-in-the-age-of-climate-change
https://thisishell.com/interviews/974-ashley-dawson
https://soundcloud.com/user-938183744-576488391/rlc-episode-6-12-sep-2017
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/radical-conservation/2017/jan/24/what-if-we-gave-universal-income-to-people-in-biodiversity-hotpots
https://thisishell.com/interviews/930-ashley-dawson
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zVD_DzS6vPA
https://majority.fm/2016/05/26/ashley-dawson-extinction-a-radical-history/
https://kpfa.org/episode/against-the-grain-may-3-2016/
https://thisishell.com/interviews/896-ashley-dawson
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PEER-REVIEWED GRANTS           
 
Funding Agency Title of Proposal or 

Award 
Amount Date 

Submitted 
PI or Co-
PI 

     
Swedish 
Government 
FORMAS Grant 
 

Occupy Climate Change $1.027 
million 
over 3 
years 
 

15 Aug 2017 Co-PI 

Mellon Grant, 
Graduate 
Center/CUNY 
 

Faculty Leader, Seminar 
on Public Engagement & 
Collaborative Research 

$500,000 15 Aug 2016 n/a 

CUNY Research 
Grant 
 

Extreme City $3,500 December 
2014 

PI 

CUNY Research 
Grant 
 

Carbon Colonialism $3,385 February 2012 PI 

Mellon 
Committee, 
Graduate 
Center/CUNY 
 

The Movement for 
Climate Justice 

$24,000 March 2011 PI 

CUNY Research 
Grant 
 

A Radical History of 
Twentieth Century British 
Literature 
 

$5,940 Oct. 2010 PI 

Center for the 
Humanities, 
Graduate 
Center/CUNY 

The Paradoxes of 
Sustainability seminar 

$2,000 Mar. 2010 Co-PI 

     
CUNY Research 
Grant 

City Culture and 
Imperialism 

$3,990 Oct. 2009 PI 

     
Center for Place, 
Culture, & 
Politics, Graduate 
Center/CUNY 

Fellow $3,990 2009-2010 PI 

     
President’s 
Research Award 

City Culture and 
Imperialism 

$2,000 2008 PI 

http://www.formas.se/en/financing/calls-for-proposals/knowledge-about-and-for-climate-efforts-in-society
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CUNY Research 
Grant 

The Country and the City $3,750 Oct. 2008 PI 

     
Center for the 
Humanities, 
CUNY Graduate 
Center 

Great Issues Forum 
Faculty Fellow 

$8,000 2008-2009 PI 

     
CUNY Research 
Grant 

Mongrel Nation $3,840 Oct. 2005 PI 

     
Mellon 
Foundation 

Mellon Fellow, Center for 
the Humanities, CUNY 
Graduate Center 

$70,000 2005-2006 PI 

     
Center for Place, 
Culture, and 
Politics, CUNY 
Graduate Center 

Faculty Fellow $4,000 2004-2005 PI 

     
CUNY Research 
Grant 

Mayibuye: Television and 
Democratization in South 
Africa 

$4,018 Oct. 2003 PI 

Faculty 
Publications 
Program Grant, 
CUNY 

 $4,000 2003 PI 

     
Center for Place, 
Culture, and 
Politics, CUNY 
Graduate Center 

Faculty Fellow $4,000 2002-2003 PI 

     
CUNY Research 
Grant 

Mayibuye: Television and 
Democratization in South 
Africa 

$4,500 Oct. 2002 PI 

     
College of Staten 
Island/CUNY 

Dean’s Summer Salary 
Grant 

$2,000 Oct. 2002 PI 

     
College of Staten 
Island/CUNY 

Dean’s Reassigned Time 
Grant 

$4,000 Oct. 2002 PI 
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University of 
Iowa 

Stanley Research in 
Africa Grant 

$3,000 Oct. 2000 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

Arts and Humanities 
Initiative Grant 

$4,000 Oct. 2000 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

Old Gold Summer 
Fellowship 

$2,000 Dec. 2000 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

Dean’s Summer Travel 
Grant 

$2,000 Mar. 2000 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

International Programs 
Faculty Seminar Grant 

$4,000 Oct. 1999 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

C.I.F.R.E. Grant $2,000 Oct. 1998 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

Miller Trust Fund Travel 
Grant 

$2,000 Oct. 1998 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

International Travel Grant $2,000 Oct. 1997 PI 

     
University of 
Iowa 

Old Gold Summer 
Fellowship 

$3,000 Oct. 1997  

     
University of 
Iowa 

nTITLE Program on the 
Use of Computer 
Technology in Teaching 

$1,500 Oct. 1997  
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OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 

EDITORIAL WORK 
 
Editorial Collective, Resistance: A Journal of Radical Environmental Humanities (2023 - ) 
Editor, The Journal of Academic Freedom (2012 - 2014) 
Editor, Social Text Online (2010 - 2014) 
Social Text Editorial Collective (2004 - present) 
 
 
REFEREE WORK 
 
Editorial Consultant, Antipode: A Radical Journal of Geography (2017 - present) 
Editorial Consultant, Ariel: A Review of International English Literature (2014 - present) 
Editorial Consultant, Contemporary Literature (2004 - present) 
Editorial Consultant, Journal of Postcolonial Literature (2018) 
Editorial Consultant, Twentieth Century Literature (2004 - present) 
Editorial Consultant, Postmodern Culture (2002 - present) 
Editorial Consultant, Urban Studies (2019 - ). 

 
 

INVITED LECTURES AND KEYNOTE TALKS 
 

“Public Power and Energy Democracy,” Barnard College, 14 November 2023. 
 
“Abolition Geographies of New York,” Design Matters Lecture, University of Calgary 
School of Architecture, Planning and Landscape, 5 Apr 2023. 
 
“Climate Debt and Border Abolition,” Cornell University, 3 Mar 2023. 
 
“The Cultural Politics of Public Power,” Helsinki Biennial, 24 Sept 2021. 
 
Keynote Talk, “Planning Wild Cities,” Centre for Urban Research, RMIT University, 3 Dec 
2020. 
 
Panelist, “The Green Series: The Conservation Revolution,” a book talk with co‐author Bram 
Büscher and co‐panelist Jennifer Telesca, co‐presented by Verso Books at the Brooklyn 
Public Library, Brooklyn, NY [cancelled due to COVID‐19]  
 
Invited panelist, “Posthumanism” Conference, Brown University [cancelled due to COVID-
19] 

 
Keynote Talk, “Coastlines, Oceans, Rivers” Conference, American Studies Program, 
Universitá di Torino, Italy (15 November 2019) 
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Keynote Talk, “Opening Sessions,” LaGuardia Community College, 9 September 2019. 
 
“A Green New Deal for NYC,” Green Series Lectures, Brooklyn Public Library, 30 May 
2019. 
 
“Green New Deal: How We Get There,” Verso Books, 13 May 2019. 
 
“Energy Democracy and the Green New Deal,” The Pratt Institute, 21 March 2019. 
 
“Sustainable Urban Futures,” Cultural Studies Program, George Mason University, 28 
February 2019. 
 
“Unsustainable Urbanization and Grassroots Climate Action,” Consortium for Climate Risk 
in the Urban Northeast Lecture Series, 9 January 2019. 
 
“Energy Democracy,” Yale University American Studies Program, 11 October 2018. 
 
Keynote, “Climate Change and Urban Adaptation,” Successful Cities – Cities of Crisis 
Conference, University of Potsdam, Germany, 6-8 September, 2018. 
 
“Energy Democracy,” Amsterdam School for Cultural Analysis, The University of 
Amsterdam, 24 May 2018. 
 
“The Energy Commons,” Penn Program in Environmental Humanities Faculty Colloquium, 
University of Pennsylvania, 25 January 2018. 
 
“Urban Life in the Era of Climate Change,” Wolfe Humanities Center Speaker Series, 
University of Pennsylvania, 24 January 2018. 
 
“Radical Adaptation,” Sciame Lecture, City College of New York School of Architecture, 9 
Nov 2017 

 
“Where the Wild Things Were: Extinction and Industrial Agriculture,” University of New 
Mexico, 1 Nov 2017. 
 
“Troubled Waters: The Hudson River and the US’s Biggest Superfund Site,” Juilliard 
School, 7 November 2016 

 
“The Jargon of Resilience,” Canadian Center for Architecture, 28 June 2016. 
 
“Global City Culture,” Princeton University, 1 April 2016 
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Keynote speaker, Climate Change: Views from the Humanities Conference, University of 
California – Santa Barbara, 3-24 May 2016. 
 
“The Myth of Dematerialization,” Energy and the Environment Conference, University of 
California – Santa Barbara, 29 May 2016. 
 
“Extinction and Capitalism,” Dean’s Lecture Series, University of California – Riverside, 28 
May 2016. 
 
“Extinction and Capitalism,” The Program in Critical Theory, University of California - 
Berkeley, 26 May 2016. 
 
“Extinction and Capitalism,” Dean’s Arts Lecture Series on Climate Justice Now, University 
of California – Santa Cruz, 25 May 2016. 
 
“Extreme City,” Environmental Humanities Initiative, The University of Miami, 9 September 
2015. 
 
“Biocapitalism and Culture,” University of California – Berkeley, 2 December 2014. 
 
“How We Forgot the Sea,” University of California – Santa Barbara, February 27, 2014. 
 
“Catastrophic Risk,” SUNY Albany, March 10, 2013. 
 
“Biohazard,” English Department, University of Iowa, November 9, 2012. 
 
“Imperial Scopophilia,” English Department, University of Wisconsin-Madison, April 7, 
2011. 
 
“New Enclosures and Food Sovereignty,” Global Food Security Conference, Association for 
International Development, New School, New York, March 25, 2011. 
 
“Academic Freedom Is Not Enough,” Academic Freedom and the New McCarthyism, CUNY 
Graduate Center, New York, March 14, 2011. 
 
Respondent, “Mediation and Contestation of Urban Identities in Postwar Britain and 
Ireland,” North American Conference of British Studies, Baltimore, MD, 2010. 
 
“A Genealogy of the Movement for Climate Justice,” Rethinking Black Intellectuals 
Conference, University of Rochester, February 5, 2010. 
 
“Against Enclosure of the Academic Commons,” Modern Language Association, 
Philadelphia, December 31, 2009. 
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“Digital Publishing and Academic Freedom,” CUNY Academy Higher Education Seminar, 
CUNY Graduate Center, October 16, 2009. 
 
“Periodizing 20th Century Studies,” English Department, The CUNY Graduate Center, 
October 9, 2009. 
 
“Green Capitalism = Carbon Colonialism,” Institute for Public Knowledge, New York 
University, October 7, 2009. 
 
“War Games,” Cities and the New Wars Conference, Columbia University, September 25, 
2009. 
 
“The Discourse of Ecological Crisis and Imperialism,” Postcolonial Studies Group, Graduate 
Center, City University of New York, October 10, 2008. 
 
“Addressing the Triple Crisis of Capital, Energy, and the Environment,” Imperial Designs 
Conference, Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana, September 13, 2008. 
 
“Black British Culture and the Crisis of Representation,” Università di Padova, Italy, May 
15, 2008. 
 
“The Battle of Algiers and the Contradictions of Colonial Urban Development,” University of 
Ireland, Maynooth, Ireland, April 30, 2008. 
 
“American Popular Culture after 9/11,” Seminar Series, Università di Torino, Italy, March-
April, 2008. 
 
“The Battle of Algiers and the Contradictions of Colonial Urban Development,” Urban 
Planning Institute, Université de Paris XII, Paris, February 22, 2008. 
 
“Exceptional Empire: The Roots of Neoconservative Discourse in the US,” Jomo Kenyatta 
University, Nairobi, Kenya, October 30, 2007. 
 
“The Ecology of Imperialism,” Italian Association for the Study of Literatures in English, 
Università di Torino, Italy, October 19, 2007. 
 
“The Rhetoric of Environmental Collapse,” Conference on Globalization, Brooklyn College, 
April 24, 2007. 
 
“Radical Chic: Popular Culture and the Politics of British Asian Identity Post-9/11,” CUNY 
Graduate Center Postcolonial Group, New York, November 15, 2005. 
 
“New Modes of Anti-Imperialism,” Globalization Seminar, College of Staten Island/CUNY, 
Nov. 1, 2004. 
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“Documenting Democratization: New Media Practices in Post-Apartheid South Africa,” 
Wolfe Institute Lecture Series, Brooklyn College, Nov. 29, 1999. 

 
 

CONFERENCES, PANELS, AND SEMINARS ORGANIZED 
  

“Populist Extractivism and Eco-Fascism,” Political Ecologies of the Far Right conference, 
University of Lund, Sweden, 15 November 2019. 
 
“Energy Democracy and Climate Justice,” Climate Justice and Decolonial Perspectives 
Presidential Panel, American Studies Association Conference, 2019. 
 
Series of panel discussions on Climate Justice, the Verso Loft in Brooklyn, 2018 – 2019. 
 
Organizer and discussant, Digital Publishing Today, CUNY Graduate Center, November 26, 
2012. 
 
Imperialism and Ecocide Panel, American Studies Association Conference, November 16, 
2012. 
 
Organizer and discussant, Translit, or the Historical Novel Today, CUNY Graduate Center, 
October 10, 2012 
 
Moderator, panel on Andrew Ross’s Bird on Fire, CUNY Graduate Center, October 28, 
2011. 
 
Co-organizer, “The Paradox of Sustainability” seminar series, The Center for the Humanities, 
CUNY Graduate Center, 2010 – 2011, http://centerforthehumanitiesgc.org/seminars 
 
Moderator, panel on Heather Rogers’s Green Gone Wrong, Center for Place, Culture, and 
Politics, CUNY Graduate Center, April 30, 2010. 
 
Moderator, panel on Peter Maass’s Crude World, Center for the Humanities, CUNY 
Graduate Center, New York, November 10, 2009. 
 
“Environmentality” Panel, American Studies Association, Washington, D.C., November 7, 
2009. 
 
“Academic Freedom and the National Security Campus,” American Association of 
University Professors, Washington, DC, June 12, 2009. 
 
“Radical Democracy,” Left Forum, New York City, April 18, 2009. 
 

http://centerforthehumanitiesgc.org/seminars
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“Soybean Wars: Agriculture, Militarization, and the Struggle for Social Justice in Paraguay,” 
CUNY Graduate Center, October 1, 2008. 
 
Another State is Possible: Activism, Global Justice, and Radical Democracy Conference, 
CUNY Graduate Center, New York, NY, 4 May 2006. 
 
“Conversation with Caryl Phillips,” Humanities Center, CUNY Graduate Center, March 21, 
2006. 
 
 “Academic Freedom/Academic Labor” Panel, Left Forum, New York, NY, March 1, 2006. 
 
“U.S. Imperialism Today” Panel, American Studies Association, Hartford, CT, October 16, 
2003. 
 
“Global Cities of the South” Panel, MLA Conference, New York, December 27, 2002. 

 
“Breaking Up Britain: Redefinitions of National Identity in the Post-War United Kingdom” 
Panel, MLA Conference, San Francisco, CA, Dec. 28, 1998. 

 
 
LECTURES AND PAPERS PRESENTED 
  

“Radical Adaptation,” Miami Book Fair, 9 Nov 2017. 
 
“Miami Vice,” Princeton Environmental Humanities Seminar, 20 Sept 2017 
 
“Confronting Extinction,” American Association of Geography (AAG), Boston, 8 April 2017 
 
“Capital Sinks,” Advanced Research Collaborative, CUNY, 23 February 2017 
 
“Sink or Swim” American Society for the Study of Literature and the Environment (ASLE), 
Detroit, 13 June 2017 
 
“Resisting Ecocide,” American Studies Association Conference, San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
November 16, 2012. 
 
“The End of Time,” American Comparative Literature Association Conference, Brown 
University, Providence, RI, March 29, 2012. 
 
“Imperial Scopophilia,” Shifting Borders: American and the Middle East/North Africa 
Conference, Center for American Studies and Research, American University of Beirut, 
January 12, 2012. 
 
“Extreme Extraction,” University of Kwazulu/Natal, South Africa, December 3, 2011. 
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“The Contradictions of Environmentality,” American Studies Association, November 7, 
2009. 
 
“Academic Freedom and the National Security Campus,” American Association of 
University Professors, Washington, DC, June 12, 2009.  
 
“Net Wars,” Left Forum, New York City, April 18, 2009.  
 
“How to Win Friends, Influence People, and Survive in Academia,” MLA Conference, San 
Francisco, December 30, 2008. 
 
“Race War and the Bifurcation of State Power,” American Studies Association Conference, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, October 19, 2008. 
 
“Adjusted Cities and the Urban War Machine,” “In Search of the Post-Fordist City” 
Conference, Fordham University, New York, September 26, 2008. 
 
“The Doxa of Counterinsurgency,” Left Forum, New York, New York, March 10, 2007.  
 
“Combat in Hell: Urban Spaces and Contemporary US Imperialism,” American Studies 
Association Conference, Oakland, CA, October 14, 2006. 
 
“The Politics of Public Space and the Environmental Crisis,” CUNY Graduate Center, 
October 4, 2006. 
 
 “Spectacular Greenwashing and Grassroots Protest: The Remaking of Turin, Italy for the 
2006 Winter Olympic Games,” Society for the Anthropology of North America, New York, 
NY, 20 April 2006. 
 
“Neoliberalism, Public Space, and Protest in the Global Cities of the South,” Society for the 
Anthropology of North America, New York, NY, 20 April 2006.  
 
“The Globalization of Academic Capitalism,” Left Forum, New York, NY, 12 March 2006. 
 
“Radical Chic: Post-9/11 Asian Culture in Britain,” Lehman College Conference on Hip 
Hop, New York, NY, October 20, 2005. 
 
“Malcolm X in Britain: The Legacy of Critical Globalism,” Malcolm X Anniversary 
Conference, CCNY, New York, NY, May 20, 2005. 
 
“Postcolonial Studies, Iraq, and Imperialism,” Left Forum, New York, NY, April 16, 2005. 
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“A Dream Deferred: Post-apartheid Urban Literature,” Modern Language Conference, 
Philadelphia, PA, December 29, 2004. 
 
“The People You Don’t See: Asylum, Immigration, and Identity in the New Europe,” 
Modern Language Association, Philadelphia, PA, December 29, 2004. 
 
“A Weak and Failing Giant,” American Studies Association, Hartford, CT, October 16, 2003. 
 
“Squatters, Space, and Belonging in the Underdeveloped City,” Modern Language 
Association Conference, New York, December 27, 2002. 
  
“The Discourse of Crime in Post-Apartheid South Africa,” History and Film Conference, 
University of Cape Town, July 8, 2002.  
 
“Media and Public Space: The Case of Post-Apartheid South,” Public Space Conference, 
CUNY Graduate Center, March 1, 2002. 
 
“Rites of Passage: Kamau Brathwaite’s Poetry and the Reclamation of Ethnography,” MLA 
Conference, New Orleans, December 28, 2001. 
 
 “Colonial/Urban/Cyberspace: Surveillance and Public Space in Contemporary Britain,” 
Public Space Network, CUNY Graduate Center, New York, December 7, 2001. 
 
“SABC-TV’s Yizo Yizo and the Discourse of Law and Order in Post-Apartheid South 
Africa,” The Africanist Discourse in Transition Conference, Columbia University Institute of 
African Studies, Oct. 26, 2001. 
 
“Landscapes of Memory: Mediating Truth and Reconciliation in Southern Africa,” Society 
for Cinema Studies Annual Conference, Washington, D.C., May 26, 2001. 
 
“Documentary and Reconciliation: Ordinary People and National Identity in Post Apartheid 
South Africa,” Modern Language Association Conference, Washington, D.C., December 28, 
2000. 
 
“Seeing Small Places: Ecotourism, Neoimperialism, and the Environment,” Society for 
Literature and Science Conference, Atlanta, GA, Oct. 7, 2000. 
 
“Docudrama and Television in Contemporary South Africa,” African Studies Program 
Colloquium Series, University of Iowa, April 14, 2000. 
 
“I Figli di Annibale: Hip-Hop Culture and Southern Italian Negritude,” Modern Language 
Association Conference, Chicago, IL, Dec. 27, 1999. 
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“Spaces of Surveillance: Cybercitizenship in Postcolonial Britain,” National 
Communications Association Conference, Chicago, IL, Nov. 6, 1999. 
 
“The Revolution Is Being Televised: Popular Media and the National Public Sphere in Post-
Apartheid South Africa,” Media in Transition Conference, MIT, Oct. 10, 1999. 
 
“Immigrant Identity and Double Consciousness in Srinivas Krishna’s Masala,” Geography 
and Empire Film Series, University of Iowa, April 15, 1999. 
 
“Bring Down Babylon:’ Black British Marxism and the Legacy of Decolonization,” MLA 
Conference, San Francisco, CA, Dec. 28, 1998. 
 
“Popular Culture and Redevelopment in the ‘New’ South Africa,” Globalization from Below 
Conference, Duke University, Oct. 10, 1998. 
 
“David Harvey and the Production of Space,” Global Theory and the Future of Area Studies 
Conference, University of Iowa, Oct. 2, 1998. 
 
“Transnational Media and Global Citizenship,” Global Theory and the Future of Area 
Studies Conference, University of Iowa, Oct. 2, 1998. 
   
“Bollywood Flashback: Post-Bhangra Youth Subcultures and Indian Film Music,” 
Bollywood (Un)Limited: The Globalization of Indian Cinema Conference, University of 
Iowa, April 10, 1998. 
 
“‘Sympathy for the Devil:’ South African Television During and After Apartheid,” 
University of Iowa English Department Faculty Colloquium Series, Apr. 3, 1998. 
 
“The Revolution Is On Television: New Media Practices in Post-Apartheid South Africa,” 
African Literature Association Annual Conference, Austin, TX, March, 14, 1998. 
 
“’Drum & Space:’ South Asian Dance Music in Britain and the Globalization of Consumer 
Culture,” Sound Research Seminar, University of Iowa Department of Communications, Feb. 
13, 1998. 
 
“Deep in the Jungle: Drum’n’Bass Music and Diasporic Subcultures,” International 
Association for the Study of Popular Music, Pittsburgh, PA, Nov. 1, 1997. 
 
“Musical Transitions: Kweito and the Cultural Politics of Post-Apartheid South Africa," 
Social Moves Conference, Tulane University, Oct. 18, 1997. 
 
“Soundz of the Asian Underground: Dance Music and South Asian Youth Culture in 
Contemporary Britain,” University of Iowa South Asian Studies Program Seminar Series, 
Oct. 3, 1997. 
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“Queering Hardcore in L.A.,” disChord Conference, UCLA, Mar. 22, 1997.  
 
“Seizing the Time: Black Nationalism and British Diaspora Music,” Rock and 
Representation Conference, Duke University, Feb. 14, 1997. 
 
“Salman Rushdie and the Migrant Imaginary,” Modern Language Association Conference, 
Chicago, Dec. 28, 1995. 

 
 

 
 
 
RECORD OF TEACHING 
 
A. TEACHING AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
 
Date Course 
Spring 2018 
 

Petroculture 

Fall 2017 The Nature of the City 
 
 
B. TEACHING AT THE GRADUATE CENTER/CUNY 
 
Date Course 
  
Spring 2026 Commoning 

 
Spring 2025 Global Antifa 

 
Spring 2024 Fossil Abolition 

 
Spring 2023 
 

Beyond Extractivism 

Spring 2021 Theorizing the Commons 
 
Spring 2020 

 
Radical Futures: Contemporary Global Speculative Fiction  
 

Spring 2019 
 

Petroculture 

Spring 2016 Mongrel Nation: Racial Formation in British Literature 
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Spring 2014 Postcolonial Ecologies 
 

Spring 2013  Global Cities of the South 
 

Spring 2011 Insecure: The Cultural Politics of Neoliberalism 
 

Spring 2010 Mongrel Nation: Racial Formation in British Literature 
 

Spring 2009 City Culture & Imperialism 
  
 
Graduate Students Supervised: 
 
Ph.D. Dissertations: 
 
Name Topic Role Outcome Awards 
Kultej Dhariwal The Genres of 

Urbanization 
 

Director Expected  

Ricardo Dunn Afro-futurism in the 
Literature and 
Culture of Post-
Apartheid South 
Africa 
 

Director Expected  

Sean Kennedy Crime Narratives in 
Urban African and 
South Asian 
Literature 
 

Director Expected  

Stacey Balkan The Postcolonial 
Environmental 
Picaresque 
 

Director Awarded 
6/2016 

 

Balthazar Becker Alexandria in the 
European Colonial 
Imagination 
 

Director Awarded 
6/2016 

 

Alison Klein The Ties that Bind: 
Family, Metaphor 
and Empire in 
Caribbean Indenture 
Narratives 
 

Director Awarded 
6/2015 

The Irving Howe 
Prize for the Best 
Dissertation 
Involving Politics 
and Literature 
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Kiran Mascarenhas Representations of 
Childhood in 
Colonial and 
Postcolonial India 
 

Director Awarded 
6/2014 

The Robert Adams 
Day Prize for the 
Best Dissertation 
Involving 
Interdisciplinary 
Work 

Ian Foster The Literature of 
Migritude 
 

Second 
Reader 

Awarded 
6/2015 

 

Anne Donlon Radical Epistolary 
Literature of the 
Black Atlantic  
 

Second 
Reader 

Awarded 
12/2014 

 

Ashley Foster Modernism’s 
Impossible Witness: 
Peace Narratives 
and Avant-Garde 
Art, 1918-1939 
 

Second 
Reader 
 

Awarded 
6/2014 

 

Lily Saint Resistance Culture 
and Ethics in 
Apartheid South 
Africa 

Second 
Reader 

Awarded 
6/2011 

 

 
 
Ph.D. Comprehensive Exams: 
 
Ethan Goldberg 
Weihang Sun 

Urban Cultural Theory 
Eco-critical Theory 

Fall 2023 
Spring 2023 

Valerie Fryer-Davis Extractivism in Literature and 
Theory 

Spring 2022 

Natasha Ochshorn Speculative Fictions Spring 2022 
Zoe Goldstein Representing Waste Fall 2021 
Stacey Balkan Enclosure in Postcolonial 

Literature 
Fall 2014 

Chris Leary “Occupy” and Horizontal Theory Spring 2014 
Kultej Dhariwal Urban Literature & the Global 

South 
Fall 2013 

Nick Gamso Global City Literature Spring 2013 
Ian Foster African Literature and Culture Spring 2013 
Jonah Mitropoulos Imperial Ecologies Fall 2012 
Balthazar Becker Representing Cairo Spring 2012 
Ian Foster Literatures of the Black Atlantic Fall 2011 
Sean Doyle Anthropology and the Novel Spring 2011 
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Tracey Riley Narrating the Non-Aligned 
Movement 

Spring 2011 

Anne Donlon Twentieth-Century Aesthetic 
Theory 

Spring 2011 

Ashley Foster Modernism and Imperialism Fall 2010 
Sarah Ruth Jacobs Materialities Fall 2010 
Edwin Demper Caribbean Liberation Narratives Fall 2010 
Kiran Mascarenhas Post-Humanist Theory Spring 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. TEACHING AT COLLEGE OF STATEN ISLAND/CUNY 
 
Date Course 
  
Spring 2026 Uprisings 

 
Fall 2025 Uprisings 

 
Spring 2025 Uprisings 

 
Fall 2024 Uprisings 

 
Spring 2024 Uprisings 

 
Fall 2023 Coming of Age in a World on Fire 

 
Spring 2023 Coming of Age in a World on Fire 

 
Fall 2022 Climate Justice 

 
Fall 2020 
 

Global Climate Fiction 

Spring 2020 World Literature in Context 
 

Fall 2019 MA Seminar: Petroculture 
 

Fall 2018 
 

Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 

Fall 2016 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 
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Spring 2010 Colonial and Postcolonial Literature 

 
Fall 2009 
 

20th Century British Literature 

Fall 2008 Aesthetics and Politics 
 

Spring 2007 
 

Colonial & Postcolonial Literature 
Basic Writing 
 

Fall 2006 Black & Asian British Literature 
Globalization and Its Discontents 
 

Spring 2005 Postcolonial Autobiography 
Contemporary African Women’s Writing 
 

Fall 2004 Black & Asian British Literature 
Major Women Authors: Toni Morrison and Michelle Cliff 
 

Spring 2004 Contemporary Lit: Post-1945 British Youth Subcultures 
Basic Writing 
 

Fall 2003 Modern World Classics: Anglophone Caribbean Fiction 
Non-Western Experience: Humanities 
 

Spring 2003 Black & Asian British Literature 
 

Fall 2002 Global Literature: Anglophone Caribbean Fiction 
 

Spring 2002 Contemporary Postcolonial Literature  
Basic Writing 
Basic Writing 
 

Fall 2001 Multicultural Literature of the United States  
Honors Seminar on Non-Western Literature  
Basic Writing 
 

 
D. TEACHING AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 
 
Date Course 
 
Fall 2000 

 
Postcolonial Studies: The Black Atlantic 
Reading Theater: Modern British Drama 
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Spring 2000 

 
Graduate Seminar: Theorizing the Global Cultural Economy 
Narrative and Cinema: British Film and Thatcherism 

 
Fall 1999 

 
Contemporary Scene in Fiction: Postmodern British Literature 
African Literature Survey 

 
Spring 1999 

 
Graduate Seminar: Introduction to Postcolonial Theory 
Honors Proseminar: Contemporary Cultural Studies 

 
Fall 1998 
 

 
Selected Themes in Literary Works: Environmental Literature 
Reading Novels 

 
Spring 1998 

 
Graduate Seminar: Contemporary Studies 
Film and Literature 

 
Fall 1997 
 

 
Postcolonial Literature 
Selected Authors: Angela Carter & Salman Rushdie 

 
Spring 1997 

 
Graduate Seminar: Introduction to Cultural Studies 
Selected Themes of the 20th Century: Environment & Literature 

 
Fall 1996 

 
Popular Literatures: Popular Music and Subcultural Theory 
Reading Novels: Postcolonial Fiction 
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RECORD OF SERVICE 
 
International 
 
Editorial Board, Resistance 
Editorial Board, Lateral: Journal of the Cultural Studies Association 
 
National 
 
Founder, Public Power Observatory 
 
Founder, The Climate Action Lab 

2023 - 
 
2018 – 
 

Advisory Board, New York Communities 
for Change 
 

2018 -  

Editor, AAUP’s Journal of Academic 
Freedom 
 

2012 - 2014 
 

Editor, Social Text Online 
 

2010 - 2014 
 

Member, Editorial Collective, Social Text 
 
 

2004 – present 
 

The Graduate Center/CUNY  
 
 

Board Member, Center for Place, Culture, 
and Politics 
 

2012 - present 

Convener, 20/21st Century Area Studies 
Group 
 
English Department Executive Committee 
 
English Department Admissions 
Committee 
 
Dissertation Fellowship Review 
Committee 

 

2011 - 2014 
 
 
2010 - present 
 
2007 - 2009 
 
 
2009 
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College of Staten Island/CUNY

  
 
College-Wide: 

 

• Restructuring the College 
Committee 

2012-2013 

• Strategic Directions 
Committee 

2010 - 2011 

• International Studies 
Committee  

2004-2005 

• Library Search Committee  2003-2004 
• Course and Standing 

Committee  
2002-2003 

  
 
Department: 

 

• Department Chairperson  2010 – 2016  
• Chair, Department Self-Study  2010 - 2011 
• Chair, Middle East Search 

Committee 
• Honors Committee 
• Grade Appeals Committee 
• Poetry Search Committee 
• Curriculum Committee 
• Library Committee 
• Library Search Committee 

 

2009 - 2010 
 
2008 - 2009 
2008 – 2009 
2004 – 2005 
2003 – 2004 
2003 – 2004 
2003 - 2004 

 


