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Course Description:

On a scale that dwarfs previous experience, urban spaces have become cosmopolitan entrepots through which vast quantities of capital, goods, information, and people flow on a daily basis.  For the first time in history, we are a predominantly urban species.  Yet global cities of the “developed” world such as New York are an increasingly anomalous embodiment of the urban realm and public space; ninety-five percent of the urban population growth during the next generation will occur in cities of the “underdeveloped” world – the global South.  By 2010, for example, Mumbai and Lagos had become the second and third largest cities on the planet, outmatched only by Tokyo. Given these dawning realities, we sorely need new theorizations of the global urban experience which are not grounded in the Eurocentric history and assumptions that undergird most current urban theory.
Cities are also the frontline of contemporary imperialism.  As one US military spokesperson recently put it, “The explosive growth of the world’s major urban centers, changes in enemy strategies, and the global war on terror have made the urban battlespace potentially decisive and virtually unavoidable.”  Military Operations in Urban Terrain (MOUT) are one of the most prominent faces of the new imperialism.  Yet if cities are the Achilles heel of military power, US war-makers are increasingly forced to disavow awareness of the role played by empire in unleashing the forces of unsustainable urbanization that they are called on to quell.  Why have cities become such strategically important sites?  What is the historical background to these developments?  How, for example, did cities function during the colonial era?  What shifts took place during the era of decolonization and the post-1945 period of “imperialism without colonies” that help explain today’s emphasis on MOUT?  What cultural formations are emerging from this “planet of slums” and what shifts in political agency and organization do they augur?

If, as AbdouMaliq Simone has argued, “people are the infrastructure” in the global cities of the South, how can we gain a sense of the quotidian realities and challenges faced by the global majority? Surely the cultural sphere in general and literary work in particular offers a key site of representation for the new urban realities. Yet literature is not a transparent medium for articulating these novel experiences. If dominant urban theory needs to be radically reframed in order to cope adequately with the cities of the South, we should expect literature to be similarly transformed as it is retooled to cope with the cultural traditions and innovations that circulate in cities such as Kolkata and Nairobi today. 

Required Texts:

When available, primary texts are all on reserve in Mina Rees library.  Secondary texts are available on Box.com by invitation. 

Course Evaluation and Requirements:
1. One short class presentation (20 minutes max). This presentation should offer a critical reading of one of the secondary essays on the syllabus, including an evaluation of its argumentative strategies, discussion of the validity of its conclusions, consideration of the questions that it opens up, etc. The presentation should then relate these aspects of the essay to your own independent research. I expect you to meet with me at least one week in advance to discuss your presentation.
2. A 1-page abstract of the scholarly work you will produce for the class. Think of this abstract as an example of the sort of thing you’d submit in response to a CFP for a conference such as MLA. You will do a 5-10 minute presentation of your project based on this abstract during the final class of the semester (see schedule below). This abstract will be due in class on Week 11 (4/19).
3. An article-length scholarly essay (approx 6,000 words). This paper should focus on the texts – primary or secondary - under discussion for the semester, or on your own independent research project. If you choose the latter angle, you should apply themes and texts from the class to your project. Please plan to meet with me at least once in the course of the semester to discuss this project.  The paper will be due on the final day of class (unless you make other arrangements with me).
Class Schedule

Week One (2/1): 
Introduction: Global / Urban / Theory
Colonial Urban Discourse:
Week Two (2/8):

· William Booth, In Darkest England (http://www.gutenberg.org/cache/epub/475/pg475.html)
· Joseph McLaughlin, from Writing the Urban Jungle: Reading Empire in London from Doyle to Eliot (University Press of Virginia, 2000).

· Sharon Marcus, from Apartment Stories: City and Home in Nineteenth Century Paris and London (University of California Press, 1999).
Week Three (2/15):

· E.M. Forster, A Passage to India (1924)
· Swati Chattopadhyay, “Urbanism, Colonialism, and Subalternity” in Urban Theory Beyond the West (Routledge, 2012)
· Frantz Fanon, from The Wretched of the Earth (New York: Grove Press, 1995)
Rural/Urban Spaces in the Postcolonial Era:

Week Four (2/22):

· Chinua Achebe, No Longer at Ease (1960)
· Mike Davis, from Planet of Slums (New York: Verso, 2007)
· Rashmi Varma, from The Postcolonial City and Its Subjects (Routledge, 2011)
Week Five (3/1):

· Patrick Chamoiseau, Texaco (1998)
· Filip de Boek, from Kinshasa: Tales of the Invisible City (Ludion, 2005)

· Mariano Siskind, “The Globalization of the Novel and the Novelization of the Global” in Comparative Literature 62.4 (2010)
Sex and the City:
Week Six (3/8):

· Chika Unigwe, On Black Sisters Street (2011)
· James Ferguson, from Global Shadows: Africa in the Neoliberal World Order (Duke University Press, 2006)
· Tryon Woods, “The Gender Entrapment of Neoliberal Development” in Genders 55 (2012)
Week Seven (3/15):

· Phaswane Mpe, Welcome to Our Hillbrow (2001)
· Hilary Dannenberg, “Narrating the Postcolonial Metropolis in Anglophone African Fiction” in Journal of Postcolonial Writing 48.1 (2012)

· Neville Hoad, from African Intimacies: Race, Homosexuality, and Globalization (University of Minnesota Press, 2007)
Urban Noir:
Week Eight (3/22):

· Jeet Thayil's Narcopolis (2012)
· John and Jean Comaroff, “Law and Disorder in the Postcolony” in Law and Disorder in the Postcolony (University of Chicago Press, 2006)
· Achille Mbembe, “On Politics as a Form of Expenditure” in Law and Disorder in the Postcolony (University of Chicago Press, 2006)
Spring Recess (3/25 – 4/2)

Week Nine (4/5):
· Ramgopal Varma, Satya (1998)*
· Ranjani Mazumdar, “Spectacle and Death in Bombay Cinema” in The Spaces of the Modern City: Imaginaries, Politics, and Everyday Life (Princeton University Press, 2008)
· Bill Ashcroft, “Urbanism, Mobility, and Bombay: Reading the Postcolonial City” in Journal of Postcolonial Writing 47.5 (2011)
Urban Networks:

Week Ten (4/12):

· Chris Abani, Graceland (2005)

· Brian Larkin, from Signal and Noise: Media, Infrastructure and Culture in Nigeria (Duke University Press, 2008)
· Andrew Apter, from The Pan-African Nation: Oil and the Spectacle of Culture in Nigeria (University of Chicago Press, 2005)
Week Eleven (4/19):

· Aravind Adiga, White Tiger (2008)
· Melissa Butcher, “Distinctly Delhi: Affect and Exclusion in a Crowded City” in Urban Theory Beyond the West (Routledge, 2012)

· Ines Detmers, “New India? New Metropolis?” Journal of Postcolonial Writing 47.5 (2011)

MOUT (Military Operations in Urban Terrain):

Week Twelve (4/26):

· Gillo Pontecorvo, The Battle of Algiers (1967)*
· Ashley Dawson, “Combat in Hell: Cities as the Achilles’ Heel of U.S. Imperial Hegemony” Social Text 25 (2007)
· Eyal Weizman, from Hollow Land: Israel’s Architecture of Occupation (Verso, 2012)
Week Thirteen (5/3):

· Ridley Scott, Black Hawk Down (2002)*
· Stephen Graham, “Cities, Warfare, and States of Emergency,” in Cities, War and Terrorism: Towards an Urban Geopolitics (Routledge, 2004)
· Kanishka Goonewardena and Stephen Kipfer, “Postcolonial Urbicide: New Imperialism, Global Cities, and the Damned of the Earth,” New Formations 59 (2006)
Week Fourteen (5/10): Class research presentations
* = movie available on reserve at GC’s Mina Rees Library
